Thanks to Alice Lamont for being a terrific Chairperson with the Parents’ Association and to Carol Reardon, Kerri Brine for additional
Library support. Thanks also to Susan Lynch for her help improving the school website. Unfortunately, Alice Lamont has stepped down
as Chairperson of the PA and we welcome Alison Toomey as Chair, Cora Butler as Secretary and Leslie Haughan continuing as Treasurer.
May they continue a tradition of excellence, good cheer and support.
Serious Thank You to some of our parents who have been extra terrific in improving life experiences for the pupils. A special word of
thanks to Ray Armstrong for his tireless work with Mr. Gallagher and Ms. Casey coaching the basketball teams. A very big thanks to
Seán Cullen from the GAA club who continues to give his free time to coach the boys and girls in hurling and camogie. Seán has
been coming in each week, catering for classes from junior to senior level and the effort is greatly appreciated.

A word from our Chairperson>>>>>>>>>>>>> Unfortunately, it is once again necessary to remind all car drivers who drop and
collect children from school that they must adhere to the traffic management protocols of the school. These protocols, which all
parents signed up to when they enrolled their children in our school, can be found on our website. It is important at this point to
thank the vast majority of drivers using the school car park who are careful, considerate, cooperative and abide by the rules at all
times. However we have had a small number of instances where drivers who were either not following instruction or driving
carelessly have engaged in overheated verbal exchanges with other users of the car park or members of school staff. In some cases
these exchanges occurred in the presence of pupils where raised voices and unsavoury language was used. We are sure that all will
agree that no matter what the situation people should refrain from using bad language or losing their temper in front of any of the
pupils of Scoil Bhride.
We fully appreciate that as the population of our school continues to grow that the safe management of the traffic flow into and out
of the school car park becomes vitally important to ensure the safety of all those using the school grounds and this includes both
children and adults.
We would again draw your attention to the fact that there is an additional large car park available at the church which is a very
short distance away and if used would relieve some of the pressure on the school car park. For children who live close to the school
we would ask that where possible the healthy option is chosen and the children are walked to school.
We do hope that in consideration of the above you will work with us and help us to ensure that our school grounds are a safe place
and remain accident free. Thank you. John Donohoe, Chairperson

Please note, we have an extraordinary Closure on Wednesday 28

th

February 2018 for Staff in-service.

The school secretary has many duties and is not in the office all the time. The office is closed during parts of the day also. Thank you
for your understanding in these matters.

There has been a marked increase in poor punctuality. Your child is missing out and disturbing the
smooth running of classes. Please note, we may not facilitate parents dropping their children to the
classroom door. If they “miss the line”, they may walk from the entrance to class themselves. Please
send in a note to teacher and not the office, explaining absences. The Bell goes at 9.00!
Greetings from President Higgins
We were learning all about Mr. Michael Higgins our president in October. As part of our work David, Kacper, Kevin, Ciarán and
Mark wrote him some letters to share with him what they had learned and to let him know how good a job he was doing. Everyone
was very excited when we got a reply from him and he thanked us for all the lovely letters. Now we just need to send him an invite
to come and visit the school and meet all the children of Scoil Bhríde. Our letter from Michael D is on display in our classroom
Our Cooking Skills
We have been perfecting our cooking skills in Miriam and Siobhán's class this term and we have been learning how to make lots of
tasty snacks and treats. If you call down some Tuesday or Wednesday you may even get to taste our goodies. We have mastered
the use of the microwave and the sandwich toaster in the last few weeks. We have tired the following recipes, Scones, brown and
white soda bread, halloween buns, ham and cheese toasties, wrap pizzas, hot chocolate and microwave popcorn!

Scoil Bhríde's biennial "Decorate a Door"competition is well underway and all 650 of Santa's little helpers
are busy decorating their classroom door. The competition is in aid of The Peter McVerry Trust and every

family is asked to donate €2 in order to help the homeless this Christmas. Competition is stiff as each class tries
to win the coveted prize of Chipper chips!! Parents are invited to come and view the doors.
Junior and senior infant parents may come on Wednesday 20th, directly after the junior concert.
Parents of children from 1st to 6th class may come on Thursday 21st from 1.30 -2.30. Well done to all the
teachers and children who took part. Mrs. Kealey n Crew!
Science Week Our school had great fun this year taking part in many events organised for Science Week. All
classes observed, experienced and experimented with scientific principles for the duration of science week. A big
thank you to all the teachers and children who showcased their experiments in the hall during the Book Fair.
Great fun was had by all!
Maths Week Maths week provided us with a chance to explore and use math in a practical way around the
school. Huge work was put in by all classes involved in making maths trails, mazes and games. The activities gave
children a chance to see how math is used in everyday life and gain a different perspective on Math. A special
thanks to all involved.
School Musical

We are delighted to announce that this year’s musical will be...Annie! The directors, choreographers and

musical directors have been busy fine tuning the script this term. Auditions were held for all children interested from 3 rd-6th
Class. We were delighted to see such a wonderful turnout! While tricky to choose, main parts were cast by the directors after
much deliberation. We are very excited to begin our rehearsals in the New Year. We’d love to see you all at our production this
Easter!

Green Schools

We are currently working hard towards our fifth Green Flag for Biodiversity (the Wildlife flag). Last year

some beautiful habitats for mini-beasts were installed next to the new walkway. We are becoming more familiar with the animals,
birds, plants and trees in our locality. We are learning the importance of caring for our native species now so we can enjoy them in
the future. We have set up an email to welcome photographs of biodiversity at home - killgreenschools@gmail.com. This could
include nature walks, wildlife in the garden or signs of seasonal change in the garden. Thank you for your ongoing support 

A big well done to the Scoil Bhríde Debating team who competed in the Kildare Education Centre Debating Festival this year.
They prepared and presented some excellent debates, but were narrowly defeated in their last round by Caragh N.S. Team
members from 6th- Claire Mulligan, Mona Dwyer & Tallulah Doolin; and from 5th- Conor Majury, Arianna Petley & Tara Rose
Foley. ………………….. Ms. Tuohy. Ms. Leahy
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Parents’ Association AGM The Parents Association AGM was held on Thursday 17th October.

We would like to thank all the parents who
attended and a special thank you and welcome to the parents who joined the Committee for this school year or who signed up as an Associate Members.
Thank you to Brendan Kelleher for taking the time out to address the meeting. Congratulations to Barry Whelan, who was elected as Parent Nominees on
the Board of Management, and I am sure he will be a great asset to the Board.

PA Committee 2017/2016

This year we have a Committee of 19 parents. We would like to thank Alice Lamont, who stepped down as
chairperson and welcome Alison Twomey to this role. The new secretary will be Cora Butler and Lesley Haughan will remain as treasurer. If you wish to
contact the PA please email parentskns@gmail.com

Associate Membership

If you would like to become an Associate Member of the PA (i.e. help out at events if needed but cannot commit to
any meeting etc...) please send your details to: parentskns@gmail.com.

Parents Association Finances

The Parents Association account has a healthy credit balance of €7,904 at the moment; these funds are
available for both the PA and the school and will be used accordingly.

School Disco Thank you to everyone who supported our Halloween Disco, we hope the children enjoyed it and we managed to raise €798.
Christmas Cards We had a great response to our Christmas card fundraiser and sold 609 packs of cards, which gives us a profit of €1780.

A

donation of €250 from the sale of Christmas Cards will be made to Saplings School. Thank you for your support.

Training

Every year the parents association organise a number of training courses/talks for parents. We are hoping to organise a talk on Mental
Health and perhaps one on basic First Aid, over the next few months. If there are any topics you would like us to run please let us know.

Walk on Wednesday (WOW)

With the New Year approaching, we would ask parents to try and make a commitment to walk/cycle at least
one day a week. The walking train leaves the church car park each Wednesday at 8.40am and we would love if more people could join it next year.

Green Schools

Over the past year The Green School Committee has been tirelessly working to achieve the schools 5 th Green Flag for Biodiversity.

(Biodiversity is the fifth Green-Schools theme and looks at steps which can be taken to increase awareness of the importance of native plants, animals and
habitats, and to increase species-richness in a locality). This flag brings together the local community and the school and we would encourage parents to
get involved wherever they can.

Lost & Found

There are many jackets, jumpers and sweat shirts in the Lost and Found Box in the first aid room. Please can you label your
children’s clothing items as this would make things much easier for items to be returned to the rightful owner, and if you are missing any items please have
a look through the box. Any items not claimed by the end of January will be dropped into the Charity shop.

Book Rentals

If your child brings home a book that might need a bit of surgery (i.e. cello tape) please can you mend it before it dies!!!

Book Fair

Thank you to everyone who supported the school book fair, it was a great success. The proceeds from the book fair will be used to buy
new books for the school library, class readers etc... Also, a huge thank you to the parents who helped out at the book fair.

Website/Facebook

The school website is the best way to keep informed as to what is going on in the school, and for information regarding
events of interest for parents and children, (sending out notes about every individual event is longer viable), so keep an eye on website as it is constantly
being updated. Also, the Parents Association facebook page Scoil Bhride PA will keep you up to date with PA and school events.

The best gifts in life will never be found under a Christmas tree, those gifts are friends & family .

Every Good Wish
Brendan Kelleher, Board of Management, Staff and Pupils.
Dec 2017

