“Obair agus Áthas”

www.killschool.ie

Welcome to another year here in Scoil Bhríde, Kill. We are flying through the term with Junior Infants settling in well and we hear lots of
positivity from schools about our past pupils.
We received sad news of the untimely death of Fiona O’ Reilly beloved principal of Scoil Bhríde in Naas. Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam
uasal.
Please take great care to remind all pupils that exit from the grounds of the school should be done in an orderly and respectful manner.
Several scooters and speeding children have been reported as being unkind to older members of the community and to plants!

Brendan Kelleher and Staff 
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Unfortunately Naas Credit Union is no longer running their School Savings scheme in Schools. BUT please keep on saving!
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Please remember to notify the school if requested by a doctor or if your child has suspected “Slap Cheek” or Rubella or
other such illnesses. Other pupils’ families and staff might be in a position to take appropriate action if made aware of
potential threats to their well being.
Note Please that the school secretary has many duties and is not in the office all the time. The office is closed during parts of the day
also. Thank you for your understanding in these matters.

© The Irish Times 29th September 2016
Children who have smartphones and spend long periods of time playing computer games are performing relatively poorly
in reading and maths, new research shows.
The findings are contained in a study of 8,000 children in 150 primary schools across Ireland which assessed students’
reading and maths performance.
Overall, the study found that parents have a major impact on their children’s performance, with pupils performing better in
homes where there are rules over completing homework.
Access to technology is not necessarily a negative factor. For example, children who have access to broadband and
educational games perform better than those who do not.
Rather, the study’s authors say long periods of unsupervised time using the internet, watching TV or playing computer
games have a negative impact on students.
About a third of children in second class had smartphones. The study found those who did not own a phone had significantly
higher reading and maths scores than those who did. At sixth class, however, where more than 90 per cent have mobiles,
phone ownership was not a factor on performance.
The findings are contained in a national assessment of English reading and maths, carried out by the Education Research
Centre, a State body. These assessments take place every five years.
The latest study – based on 2014 data – shows a major improvement in performance at second and sixth class, compared
with the last study in 2009.
It is the first time that average performance improved significantly in national assessments at primary level since the early
1980s.
Factors
This performance varies across a range of factors including socio-economic status, home atmosphere and children’s attitudes
to school.
Students from two-parent households, better-off families and whose parents have higher education tend to perform
significantly better.
Children who read for enjoyment and who are involved in a moderate amount of extra-curricular activities also fared well.
However, one of the report’s authors, Dr Lauren Kavanagh, said there were many ways in which parents from all
backgrounds can successfully support their children.
Children whose parents frequently read or set aside time for their children to read for pleasure are more likely to perform
better at reading.
Thu, Sep 29, 2016 Carl O'Brien Edn Correspondent IrishTimes
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/education/smartphone-use-can-hinder-children-s-reading-skills-1.2809453

Please note, we may not facilitate parents dropping their children to the classroom door. If they
“miss the line”, they may walk from the entrance to class themselves.

You may drop in monies for Art & Craft, Photocopying, Pupil Personal Accident Insurance, Assessment and Homework Diary.
Science equipment + Book Rental to the school as soon as possible if not already paid. These costs are to be met in September if
possible or can be spread out. Please let us know. They are on the booklists. Reminders will go out after Hallowe’en.

*School Closes 12.00 Tuesday 15th November for Patron Body Inservice
*School Closes 12.00 Tuesday 17th January for Staff First Aid Inservice
*School Closed All Day Wednesday 1 st February 2017 for Dept of Edn and Skills Language Inservice Thank you
for your understanding and support!

Local legend Paddy Madden was in to share his skills about nature and we borrowed some insights for our replanting. We are looking for volunteers to help like before. Please contact Alice on the PA if you are in a position to
turn a sod or plant a tree! Thanks to Mr Gallagher for organising.

Additional area chosen for the pupils to reflect on mindfulness as well as our Suaimhneas area. Well done to the staff
for keeping the flame burning. Have a look at Thoughts for the Day on our website

Raidio Na Life 106.4 FM have some great shows as Gaeilge. Many of the presenters are very easy to understand and
they play lots of fabulous music. http://www.raidionalife.ie/ Of course there is also Gaeilge for Home on our website.

As part of our ongoing supports for the pupils, We held Nutrition Classes for 2nd to fourth classes and are holding
Cycle safety for fifth Classes. Talk to your children and see how they got on.

We are also holding Internet safety & awareness classes for pupils on Tuesday 29th November during school. There
will be a session for parents at 7 pm on this day.
ZEEKO PARENTS PRESENTATION AGENDA
1. Introduction of who they are and what they do
2. Presentation on Child Internet Safety
3. Feedback forms given to the parents and information on Parents Workshops if they want to learn more.
4. Possible short feedback meeting or phone call a week later to help with research and improvement on presentation
Parent Teacher Meetings will take place from on Thursday 17th and Thursday 24th November 2016 for First to Sixth
classes. The school will close at 2.15 on both these days to facilitate same. Infant meetings will take place in February
2017.

*********************************************************************
Please alert an Garda Síochána Naas at 045 884300 if you see something untoward. Please keep an eye out for your local school. Thank
You
******************************************************************************************************

Some of the driving behaviours are less than satisfactory. Parents agreed “to abide by present, amended and future
policies ratified by the Board of Management” when you enrolled your child in this school and we are asking that you
honour this agreement. There are 88 car parking spaces only with over 620 children. Very few schools in Ireland offer this
availability and it is being abused by a small minority. Drivers may drop off their children and park in the carpark/ Tennis
court/ Playground only. Staff car-park is out of bounds.

“How’s My Driving Report Card”
Rarely

Sometimes

Most of the time

Always

Your Driving Practice in Scoil Bhríde?
Uses alternatives to car
Doesn’t damage our fence
Behaves well in the playground/ Blocks other cars
Looks out for children
Sensitive to others’ feelings
Reverses in / Drives Out of spaces
Turns left when Exiting so as not to hold up others
Does not drop-off children on the roundabout
Abides by the rules of the school
Does not Park on pavement outside school
How well did you do?

Thank you to the supportive kind parents as always
for their goodwill, good cheer and tremendous support.
Wishing you all a Happy and fun-filled Hallowe’en.
Brendan Kelleher, Staff and Board of Management, Scoil Bhríde.

