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Thanks to all for your continued support and good Cheer. Wishing you all a happy and 

peaceful Christmas. Brendan Kelleher & Staff ******************************* 

Please note, we have an extraordinary Closure on Wednesday 14th February 

2019 for Staff in-service. We postponed this In-service from last year due to the 

snow.               ********************************************* 

Castletown House                   Maths trail - 3rd Class 

On October 25th the 2nd and 3rd classes went to Castletown House to do a Maths trail. We 

went on buses and we were very excited.  

There was a lot of singing and chanting! Most of our class were on the top of the bus. 

When we got there, we loved the house and we thought it looked like a mansion. We 

explored the grounds first and did a tree trail where we had to find and identify certain 

trees. We saw ducks and squirrels on the way. 

After we had our break we went into the house to start the trail. Our guide was called 

Stephen. We had to find different things in different rooms of the house, e.g. the 

Forecourt, the Entrance Hall, the Green Drawing Room, the Dining Room, the Healy 

Room, the Axial Corridor and the Servants’ Stairs. Some parts of it were difficult and 

some were very easy but we helped each other because we worked as a team. We heard 

a lot about the history of the house and the people who lived there. Our favourite story 

was the one about the devil. 

We had a great day at Castletown and we hope to go back for the Art tour and the 

History tour. 

The school secretary has many duties and is not in the office all the time. The office is 

closed during parts of the day also. Thank you for your understanding in these matters.   

 

Many Children don’t need a good talking to!! They need a good 

listening to!!  

 

 

Maths Week October 2018 4th Class 

For Maths Week we had great fun playing maths games with partners and in groups. We learned 

more about place value especially playing a place value game. We loved that game particularly. We 

played interactive games on the white board to test our multiplication too. We did a colouring 

page on subtraction. It took us ages but the end results were really colourful. 

Our favourite day was the Maths Trail Day. The children in 6th class prepared a great maths trail for 

us. It tested us in lots of areas of our Maths skills and we really enjoyed working as teams and 

going around the building and outside to find the answers to the questions. We went through the 

answers back in class with our teachers and had good fun doing that also. 

                        

Junior Infants:           Science Experiment: ‘Dancing Raisins’  

 We learned that raisins are heavier than water so they sank to the bottom in the still water. 

Fizzy water contains carbon dioxide bubbles. The raisins in the fizzy water gathered these 

bubbles of carbon dioxide and became lighter, so floated to the surface. When they reached the 

surface, the bubbles burst so the raisins sank. The effect is ‘dancing raisins’ as this process 

repeats itself.          ********************************************* 

Research around schools in the U.K. have demonstrated decrease in air quality attributed to car engines running idle while in the 

school grounds. Please consider. 

********************************************************************************** 

Our Green School’s Committee have been very busy since we came back 

in September. We are very lucky to be chosen for a pilot scheme and 

get some extra help in working towards our next green flag which is 

Global Citizenship Food & Biodiversity. After Christmas, it will be all 

hands on deck and we will be planting lots of different fruit and 

vegetables in our school garden. We hope to have a celebration and 

“harvest” in June in which the whole school can taste some different 

foods. We are really looking forward to it. If anyone has any old flower 



pots/trays that they would like to donate to the school, it would be 

much appreciated. We hope everyone has a lovely Christmas!!                                                        

 

Our Green School’s Committee. 

Traffic in Scoil Bhríde. Are you part of the problem or part of the solution? Please walk or 

use the church carpark. We have 82 spaces only for 650 children. Please keep our children safe 

and obey the rules and laws of this country. 

******************************************************************************************** 

Big shout out to the many children who arrive with really healthy excellent lunches. 

Many really young children are involved in preparing them also. Great to see..  

*********************************************************************** 

Parents’ Association Newsletter Dec’18  

Parents’ Association AGM The Parents Association AGM was held on 

Monday 5th October. We would like to thank all the parents who attended. 

PA Committee 2017/2018 This year we have a Committee of 19 parents.  

Alison Twomey is currently chairperson with Cora Butler as secretary. We 

would like to thank Lesley Haughan who has stepped down as treasurer and 

welcome Jennifer McCarthy to the new role. 

 If you would like to become an Associate Member of the PA (i.e. help out at 

events if needed but cannot commit to any meeting etc...) please send your 

details to: parentskns@gmail.com.  

Parents Association Finances The Parents’ Association account has a 

healthy credit balance of €7,393 at the moment; these funds are available for 

both the PA and the school and will be used accordingly.  

School Disco The Halloween Disco - The Halloween Disco was a 

success.€906 raised with a profit of €634. Thank you to all volunteers who 

helped on the night.  

Christmas Cards €1,650 raised from Christmas Cards. Thank you to all who 

helped. A donation of €250 from the sale of Christmas Cards will be made to 

Saplings School. Thank you for your support.  

Training Every year the parents association organise a number of training 

courses/talks for parents. On November 12 The National Parents Council 

gave a very successful talk on Mental Health and Wellbeing.  

This programme supports parents to encourage and promote positive mental 

health and wellbeing in their children. The programme also explores how the 

building of resilience in children helps them to manage and cope with the 

day to day stresses of life as they occur. 

A training on basic First Aid was also run. If there are any topics you would 

like us to run please let us know.  

Walk on Wednesday (WOW) With the New Year approaching, we would 

ask parents to try and make a commitment to walk/cycle at least one day a 

week. The walking train leaves the church car park each Wednesday at 

8.40am and we would love if more people could join it next year. 

 If you wish to contact the PA please email parentskns@gmail.com  

“What is Christmas? It is tenderness for the past, courage for the present 

and hope for the future” 

 


