Scoil Bhríde
Newsletter March 2011
Retirement of Mr. Des Beatty:
Des Beatty who has been our caretaker/maintenance man for the past number of years will retire on May 6th 2011. Des has been an excellent and very valuable member of staff in Scoil Bhríde. We will all miss him very much. On behalf of the staff, parents and children in the school I wish to extend congratulations to him on his retirement and to wish him the very best of luck in the future.
Caretaker/Maintenance Person Required
Scoil Bhríde is looking for a Caretaker/Maintenance person for the new school. The position is fulltime, 35 hours per week. We are looking for a person with experience and practical skills who will be flexible and capable of carrying out a wide range of duties which will be agreed with the School Principal, but who is also capable of working on his/her own initiative. Please apply in writing with C.V and references to The Chairperson, Scoil Bhríde, Kill, Co. Kildare. Closing date for receipt of applications is Thursday 31st March 2011.
School Transport: Please note the following important information about school transport for next year

From the commencement of the 2011/2012 school year eligible primary pupils will be subject to an annual charge of €50 per pupil, up to a family maximum of €110. Eligible pupils with a valid medical card will be exempt from these charges. 

Primary school pupils who are not eligible for school transport, e.g. don’t meet the distance criteria of 3.2km (2.0 miles) or are not attending their nearest school, may apply for concessionary transport subject to the terms of the scheme, at an annual charge of €200 per pupil, subject to a family maximum of €650 per annum. Pupils holding a valid medical card will not be exempt from the charge for concessionary transport. 
Application Process :
With the introduction of charges, it will now be necessary for parents/guardians to apply directly to Bus Eireann. The Application Form can be downloaded from www.buseireann.ie. and should be completed in full for pupils seeking school transport for the school year 2011/2012 and returned to Bus Eireann no later than 31st March 2011. Services for the school year 2011/2012 will be planned and seats provided based on the Application Forms that are returned by this date. Late Applicants will not be guaranteed a seat on school transport services.  

Applications for our school should be sent to 
School Transport Office, Bus Áras, Store St. Dublin 1.
Payment 

Invoices will be issued in early July 2011 in respect of all applicants who apply on time. The Annual charge may be paid in full by 29th July or alternatively in two instalments, i.e. 50% by 29th July and the remaining 50% payable by 9th December.
Green Schools- Lá Glas:
As part of our green schools programme and in conjunction with Seachtain na Gaeilge and St. Patrick’s Day, we will have a lá glas (green day) in the school on Wednesday 16th March. The children may come to school dressed in green, no uniform and bring a voluntary donation for charity.

Clothes Collection:
Also as part of our commitment to recycling there will be a clothes collection in the week before the Easter Holidays. Each family will get a bag which you can use to recycle any old clothes you may have.
Old School Uniforms:
If you have any old school uniforms or school tracksuits to spare we would also like to get these as they are very useful for children who have accidents and need a change of clothes.

Dogs in School Yard: 
It is not permitted to bring dogs in to the school yard even if they are on a leash. This is part of our Health and Safety Statement and is there to protect children from bites or from coming into contact with dog faeces which can lead to serious illnesses.
Notification of  Absence from School:
As part of our School Attendance Policy parents are required to inform the school of any absence of their child. If a child is absent for a short period of time e.g. one or two days then it is sufficient to send in a note to the class teacher, when the child returns to school by way of letter or by writing in the child’s homework journal. It is not necessary to ring the school. If a child is going to be out for an extended period for any reason and this is known in advance then the parent should inform the class teacher in advance by way of letter or note in the Homework Journal.

New School Update:
The new school is progressing well but we have no definite finishing date. It is hoped that we will be able to move in for a few weeks at least before Summer. This is important as there will be a lot of changes of routines especially around traffic management and entry and exit of pupils from the school that we will all have to get used to and practise. We will issue more information on the new school in a special newsletter in the coming months.
Parents Association Notes:
The parents association have organised free training on Road Safety & Awareness delivered by An Garda Siochana. The training will take place on Wed 30th of March at 7.30pm in the school. If you would like to attend please send an e-mail to parentskns@gmail.com detailing your name and contact number or alternatively text your details to 087 2252712 or 085 1670763. Limited places are available and will be given on a first come first serve basis. 
