
Irish Wildlife

My project is on the Irish wildlife

The first animal I am doing My first animal is the
RED SQUIRREL 
The Irish for red squirrel is Iora Rua.

There are two types of red squirrels in Ireland. There is the native red squirrel and the red squirrel that has been brought over by other countries. It spends nearly all the time in coniferous forests.
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A squirrel is a rodent in the same group as mice and rats. One of its most exotic animal in the group is the porcupine. The red squirrel feeds on hazelnuts and pine cones. They also eat shoots ,berries and mushrooms when they are in season. In winter they sometimes strip bark from trees. These amazing creatures are endangered because of the grey squirrel. The grey squirrel carries a virus that can be passed on to the red squirrels. Since the grey squirrels are bigger and stronger they eat they red squirrels food and can eat berries when before they are ripe. We need to save these wonderful creatures.

My next creature is the

         BARN OWL

The barn owl doesn’t have a very high population in Northern Ireland. They are mainly found in lowland farmland. The barn owl gets its name because they live in barns. It mainly eats small rodents so that is why they have the nickname “Farmer’s Friend”.  They also eat pygmy shrews and small rats but they do eat frogs and even starlings when food is scarce. It is said that a barn owl can actually here a mouse’s heartbeat in a 30ft sq room. The barn owl is an apricot colour with silver blue splashes, under the wings are pure white. Their eyes are black which are surrounded with a white facial disc that is heart shaped.
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My next creature is

           IRISH HARE

The Irish for the hare is Giorra. The Irish hare is arguably our oldest surviving mammal. It has been in Ireland before the last ice age which ended around 10,000 years ago. Over the last three decades the hare has been disappearing dramatically. In some parts of Ireland the hare is extinct and the rest of the hares are now endangered. The hare eats lots of different plants like heather, gorse, plantain, dandelion and grasses. Like rabbit’s they eat their droppings passing through their stomachs twice which is known as ‘refection’ so they get nearly all the nutrients from their food. The breeding season is between January and September. This is usually when males fight with each other that is where the saying ‘as mad as a March hare’. When the hares are really young only about one-fifth of the hares survive their first year[image: image3.png]



These beautiful endangered animals need to be saved.
  My next animal is the

        GREAT BADGER

The great badger is probably one of the most loved and one of the most distinctive mammals. Their heads are long and white with a black strip down the middle. The rest of their body is grey. They are found from Ireland to the west of Japan in the east. England and Ireland are most populated with them, even though a lot of them are killed on the road. Badgers are omnivorous which means they eat both meat and plants. They also eat a variety of foods. They live in tunnels underground which are called setts. Which are usually 3to10 entrances to setts, which are bigger than rabbit holes. Badgers live for over 10 to 12 years and there is a case of one living till 15.
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My next animal is the

        BULL FINCH
I decided to do this bird because my mum and I actually saw one sitting on my blossom tree. It was a male. It has a bright pinkish-red breast. But if you saw it from a distance you may think it was like a ‘cousin’ of a robin. It has the same pinkish-red on its cheek, grey black, black cap and tail with a bright white rump. You can find them in woodlands, orchards and hedgerows. You can see them all year round. For their young they eat seeds, bugs and insects. They are found in Europe, parts of Ireland and the UK. The Bull Finch eats berries and some flower buds. That is probably why my mum and I noticed it besides its striking colours. When my mum called me over I said ‘Oh My God its eating the buds’. ‘Oh but look at its colours’. It is eating the buds off the tree in this picture!!!
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I hope you enjoyed my project. So maybe next time when you are and about you might an eye out for one of these animals. Thank you for listening/ reading and any of your questions I will be happy to answer!!!!!!   

