Newsletter May 2011.

New School Opening:

It is now very likely that the new school will not be ready before September. Therefore we will not be able to bring the children in before the holidays as we had hoped.  Hopefully this will now happen in August/September. In order for this to proceed in an organised and safe way the Board of Management has decided to open the school on a phased basis as shown below.
Tuesday 30th August
 Parent and Past Pupils Evening. 
We hope to open the school for a few hours on the evening of Tuesday 30th August for any parent or past pupil to come along and have a look around the new facility. This evening will be for adults only, more definite information on this will be published later.
Wed 31st August

3rd 4th 5th 6th,  
only 
Thursday 1st September
Sen Inf, 1st 2nd only
Friday 2nd Sept

Sen Inf, 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th,  + Jun Inf 9.30 – 10.30

Monday 5th Sept 

All Classes + Preschool and ASD Unit
There will also be a slight change to the timing of the day. 
Now that we are back to one single building we will be reverting to lining up the children in the yard in the morning so that the teachers can bring the classes in to their rooms safely.  It is a very big building on three levels so it would not be safe to allow the children in on their own without supervision. Therefore to allow for this procedure the start of the school day will now be 9.00am and end of the day will be 1.40 for Infants and 2.40 for all other classes. Supervision will be provided in the yard on dry mornings and in the hall on wet mornings from 8.50 am to 9.00am by the Principal and Deputy Principal. This will allow a ten minute period for all children to assemble and line up in their designated lines.
The phased opening is also to allow you the parents to get used to the traffic management system which will operate in the new school. There will be more information given on this in a Parents Association Newsletter that will issue shortly. It is very important to us all that the new school operates in a safe way, so any changes that are being made are to ensure the health and safety of all concerned. Naturally we expect some problems at the start but with proper planning and goodwill from everyone involved it should all go smoothly given time.
School Walk:
The school walk will take place next Sunday 29th May at 2.00pm. It will follow the same route as last year. After the walk refreshments will be served in the hall. A raffle for prizes will be held in the following week at school for all who have returned their cards.

Junior Infants Introductory Meeting:
This meeting will take place on Tuesday 14th June at 1.30 pm in the school hall.
First Communion: 
I would like to congratulate everyone involved in the First Holy Communion ceremony on Saturday last. It was a brilliant occasion thanks to the hard work of the teachers involved and the choir who had to perform twice on the day but still did so brilliantly.
6th Class Graduation :
The 6th Class graduation ceremony will take place on Wednesday 22nd June. There will be a mass in the church at 7.30 followed by a presentation of certificates and a party in the school hall for the children and their parents.
End of Year Tests: 

These tests are ongoing this week and next week. They are very important so I would ask that all children be in attendance. If your child misses a test we will endeavour to allow him/her to sit the test at another time, however we have found that children perform best when they sit the test with their class group.

School Website:

Just a reminder to keep an eye on our website from time to time. It has up to date information and pictures on activities in the school. It also contains copies of any newsletters sent out over the past year.
Quiz Night:
The quiz night for the school was a great success. It was a very enjoyable night which raised just over €1000 for the school. Well done to the Parents Association for their hard work in organising it.
