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China is a country in East Asia. It has a population of 1.3 billion people.  Its land 
surface is just over 9.5million kilometers. Its landscape has many different types of surfaces … forest steppes and deserts (the Gobi and Taklamakan) in the dry north near Mongolia and Russia's Siberia, and subtropical forests in the wet south close to Vietnam, Laos, and Burma. The terrain in the west is rough and at high altitude, with the Himalayas and the Tian Shan mountain ranges forming China's natural borders with India and Central Asia. In contrast, mainland China's eastern seaboard is low-lying and has a 14,500-kilometre long coastline bounded on the southeast by the South China Sea and on the east by the East China Sea beyond which lies Taiwan, Korea, and Japan.

Like Ireland, China is split up into provinces except China has more then Ireland, it has 22, Ireland has 4. The Chinese provinces are below …
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· Province — capital 

1. Anhui (安徽) — Hefei (合肥)  
2. Fujian (福建) — Fuzhou (福州) 

3. Gansu (甘肃) — Lanzhou (兰州) 

4. Guangdong (广东) — Guangzhou (广州) 

5. Guizhou (贵州) — Guiyang (贵阳) 

6. Hainan (海南) — Haikou (海口) 

7. Hebei (河北) — Shijiazhuang (石家庄) 

8. Heilongjiang (黑龙江) — Harbin (哈尔滨) 

9. Henan (河南) — Zhengzhou (郑州) 

10. [image: image5.jpg]


Hubei (湖北) — Wuhan (武汉) 

11. Hunan (湖南) — Changsha (长沙) 

12. Jiangsu (江苏) — Nanjing (南京) 

13. Jiangxi (江西) — Nanchang (南昌) 

14. Jilin (吉林) — Changchun (长春) 

15. Liaoning (辽宁) — Shenyang (沈阳) 

16. Qinghai (青海) — Xining (西宁) 

17. Shaanxi (陕西) — Xi'an (西安) 

18. Shandong (山东) — Jinan (济南) 

19. Shanxi (山西) — Taiyuan (太原) 

20. Sichuan (四川) — Chengdu (成都) 

21. Yunnan (云南) — Kunming (昆明) 

22. Zhejiang (浙江) — Hangzhou (杭州)    
CHINESE SCHOOLS
China has the world's most primary schools (861,878 in 1993)

Average years of school for people 25 years and older: 3.6 years for females; 6 years for males (Compared to 1.2 years for females and 3.5 years for males in India; and 12.4 years for females and 12.2 years for males in the United States. According to the World Bank 93 percent of Chinese males complete the 5th grade

A law passed in the 1980s states that every child has the right to nine years in school. Compulsory education ends after the ninth grade. Most kids leave school at that time and before that and look for work or help their family doing agricultural work

The schools in the cities are often better than the ones in the countryside. They have an easier time getting government money, teachers and books. The children generally come from families that are better off than their rural counterparts, and money they pay for school expenses helps make the schools better.

Parents generally have to pay fees for books and uniforms, which are required at most schools. Often they also have to pay for things like electricity, paper, snacks and even report cards. In Beijing, parents have to dish out $20 or more a month for kindergarten. Often the fees add up to several hundred dollars a year. Many rural families can't afford these fees nor can they afford to lose the help of their children in the fields
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Secondary students have to pay a long list of fees, including those for tuition, dormitory rooms, textbooks, and computer access. The fees often are between $200 and $300 a year and are often more than what rural farmers make in a year. Students whose families are behind on their payments are often given out to by their teachers in front of the other students in class. Teachers in turn are pressured by administrators to collect. Those teachers that don’t collect have money docked from their salary
Learning English in China

In Beijing, it has become quite fashionable for pre-school and kindergarten children to learn English at special schools staffed by Americans, Canadians and Filipinos. Most of the students are children of fairly well-off parents, many of whom work for companies that do business with foreigners. The father of a 5-year-old boy in one of these schools told a Japanese newspaper, “I hope my son would become a public relations lawyer who can negotiate with American and European companies.”
In kindergarten kids learn their ABCs and a few simple greetings. In primary schools they focus on reading, reciting and writing the 26 letters. Many parents send their kids to out-of school English classes and often orient them towards passing Public English Test (PETs), which are divided into six levels with Level Six being the highest. 
The number of English words high school graduates are expected to know has increased from 1,800 in the 1980s, to 2,000 on the 1990s to 2,500 to 3,300 in 2008. By 2010 they are expected to know 3,300 to 4,000 English words. Scores in China on the standardized TOEFL exam were an average of 543 in 2000. Scores in Japan and South Korea, respectively, were 501 and 535.
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Chinese cuisine

Chinese Cuisine is a term for styles of food from the regions of China. In most dishes in Chinese cuisine, food is prepared in bite-sized pieces, ready for direct picking up and eating. In traditional Chinese cultures, chopsticks are used at the table. Traditional Chinese cuisine is also based on opposites, whereby hot balances cold, pickled balances fresh and spicy balances mild (sweet and sour). 
Prior to the increased industrialization and modernization following the establishment of the People's Republic of China in 1949, a typical Chinese peasant would have eaten meat or animal products (including eggs) rarely and most meals would have consisted of rice accompanied with green vegetables, with protein coming from foods like peanuts and soy products. Fats and sugar were luxuries not eaten on a regular basis by most of the population. With increasing wealth, Chinese diets have become richer over time, consuming more meats, fats, and sugar. Most of these fats and sugars come from fast food restaurants. These include McDonald's, Pizza Hut, and Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC).
An large study called the China Project is being conducted to see the relationship of disease patterns to diet, particularly the move from the traditional Chinese diet to one which incorporates more rich US-style foods. A Professor, T. Colin Campbell, has implicated the increased consumption of animal protein in particular as having a strong relationship with cancer, diabetes, heart disease, and other diseases that, while were once considered rare in China. He suggests that even a small increase in the consumption of animal protein can dramatically raise the risk of the aforementioned diseases.
Instead of using knives and forks the Chinese use chop sticks. Chopsticks are small tapered sticks used in pairs of equal length as the traditional eating utensils of Greater China, Japan, Korea, and Vietnam, generally believed to have originated in ancient China. Chopsticks are most commonly made of bamboo or plastic, but are also made of metal, bone, ivory, and various types of wood. The pair of sticks is maneuvered in one hand, between the thumb and fingers, and used to pick up pieces of food.
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From top to bottom: plastic 

chopsticks from Taiwan, porcelain chopsticks from mainland China, bamboo chopsticks from Tibet, palmwood chopsticks from Indonesia (Vietnamese style), stainless flat chopsticks from Korea (plus a matching spoon), a Japanese couple's set (two pairs), Japanese child's chopsticks, and disposable "hashi" (in wrapper)
Great Wall of China
The Great Wall of China is a series of stone and earthen in northern China, built originally to protect the northern borders of the Chinese Empire against intrusions. The Great Wall stretches from Shanhaiguan in the east to Lop Nur in the west, along an arc that roughly delineates the southern edge of Inner Mongolia. The most comprehensive archaeological survey, using advanced technologies, has recently concluded that the entire Great Wall, with all of its branches, stretches for 8,851.8 km. This is made up of 6,259.6 km of sections of actual wall, 359.7 km of trenches and 2,232.5 km of natural defensive barriers such as hills and rivers.

The Chinese were familiar with the techniques of wall-building by the time of the Spring and Autumn Period, which began around the 8th century BC. During the Warring States Period from the 5th century BC to 221 BC, the states of Qi, Yan and Zhao all constructed extensive fortifications to defend their own borders. Built to withstand the attack of small arms such as swords and spears, these walls were made mostly by stamping earth and gravel between board frames. Transporting the large quantity of materials required for construction was difficult, so builders always tried to use local resources. Stones from the mountains were used over mountain ranges, while rammed earth was used for construction in the plains. There are no surviving historical records indicating the exact length and course of the Qin Dynasty walls. Most of the ancient walls have eroded away over the centuries, and very few sections remain today. 
In 2009, an additional 290 kilometers of previously undetected portions of the wall, built during the Ming Dynasty, were discovered. The newly discovered sections range from the Hushan mountains in the northern Liaoning province to Jiayuguan in western Gansu province. The sections had been covered over time by sandstorms that moved across the arid region
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Animals of China
Giant Panda
The Giant Panda is only found in China. It is also an endangered species. For exhibition, reproduction and research, 240 Giant Pandas were captured from the wild, but at present time only about 100 still survive in zoos and natural breeding centers. Shanghai Zoological Park began to raise Giant Pandas in 1957. Up to 1994, 15 babies were born, but no baby survived. From 1990, they  cooperated with Chongqing Zoo on the Giant Panda's reproduction, by the way of offering a male Giant Panda, Chuanchuan. Up to 1995, three babies were born. Two belong to the Chongqing Zoo and one belongs to the Shanghai Zoo. They named him Cong Cong.
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South Chinese Tiger

The Shanghai Zoological Park had begun to raise the South China Tiger since 1959. Up to now, more than 100 young tigers have been born and more than 60 have survived since the first successful reproduction in1968. With the development of raising the animals' level and the success of artificial fostering, the survival rate can reach 90%. Now they have succeeded in breeding the fifth generation of the South China Tiger. At present time, there are about 50 South China Tigers in Chinese zoos under the supervision of the Chinese Association of Zoological Gardens, which has drawn up a five-year program to improve its management and to increase its reproduction. They wish to do their best to protect the endangered species with the help of foreign dollars.
Chinese Alligator
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The Chinese Alligator is an endemic species of China. It is hard to reproduce under human conditions. In order to solve the problems of its breeding, Scientific technological staff dug a pond, planted trees around the pond and constructed an island in the middle of the pond imitating the conditions in the wild. Under the care of animal keepers and the hard work of technological staffs, it laid its first brood in 1980. At present time, the alligator population lives in this comfortable environment with its brood. The population is increasingly strengthening.

Golden Lion Tamarin

The Golden Lion Tamarin, distributed in Brazil is a colorful, rare and endangered primate in the world. By the recommendation of Rotterdam Zoo, Antwerpen Zoo presented 10    Golden Lion Tamarins to the Shanghai Zoolobical Park, which made the zoo become the first zoo to exhibit the Golden Lion Tamarin in China. Two babies were born in may of 1995. To ensure them living comfortable, animal keepers and technological staff constructed an excellent environment in the No.3 Primate Building, including dune, wood, spider webs and nesting cages.

Chinese New Year
Chinese New Year is the most important of the Chinese holidays, and is a time of feasting with the family, celebration, fireworks, and gift-giving. It is a 15-day holiday, beginning on the first day of a new moon and ending with the full moon on the day of the Lantern Festival.

The Chinese calendar is based on the lunar year, so the date of Chinese New Year changes every year. The Chinese calendar follows a 12-year pattern with each year named after an animal. There are various stories which explain this. The simplest is that Buddha (or the Jade Emperor) invited all of the animals to join him for a New Year celebration, but only 12 animals turned up. To reward the animals that did come, Buddha named a year after each of them in the order that they arrived, starting with the Rat, followed by the Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat (or Sheep), Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig. Depending on the year you are born, you are believed to have the various character traits of that year's animal.
On the days before the New Year celebration Chinese families give their home a thorough cleaning. There is a Cantonese saying "Wash away the dirt on ninyabaat" (年廿八，洗邋遢), but the practice is not usually restricted on nin'ya'baat (年廿八, the 28th day of month 12). It is believed the cleaning sweeps away the bad luck of the preceding year and makes their homes ready for good luck. Brooms and dust pans are put away on the first day so that the newly arrived good luck cannot be swept away. Some people give their homes, doors and window-frames a new coat of red paint. Homes are often decorated with paper cutouts of Chinese phrases and couplets. Purchasing new clothing, shoes, and receiving a hair-cut also symbolize a fresh start.
The biggest event of any Chinese New Year's Eve is the dinner every family will have. A dish consisting of fish will appear on the tables of Chinese families. After the dinner, some families go to local temples, hours before the New Year begins to pray for a prosperous new year by lighting the first incense of the year; however in modern practice, many households hold parties and even hold a countdown to the new lunar year.
2008 Summer Olympics
The 2008 Summer Olympics, officially known as the Games of the XXIX Olympiad, were a major international multi-sport event that took place in Beijing, China, from August 8 to August 24, 2008. A total of 11,028 athletes from 204 National Olympic Committees (NOCs) competed in 302 events in 28 sports. China became the 22nd nation to host the Olympic Games and the 18th to hold a Summer Olympic Games. It was the third time that the Summer Olympic Games were held in Asia, after Tokyo, Japan in 1964 and Seoul, South Korea in 1988.

The opening ceremony officially began at 8:00 pm China Standard Time (UTC+8) on August 8, 2008 in the Beijing National Stadium. The number 8 is associated with prosperity and confidence in Chinese culture, and here it was a triple eight for the date and one extra for time (close to 08:08:08 pm). The ceremony lasted over four hours and was reported to have cost over US$100 million to produce.
The design of the Olympic Torch was based on traditional scrolls and used a traditional Chinese design known as the "Propitious Clouds" (祥云). The torch was designed to remain lit in 65 km/h (40 mph) winds, temperatures as low as −40°C and in rain of up to 50 mm (2 in) per hour.

The centerpiece of the 2008 Summer Olympics was the Beijing National Stadium, nicknamed "The Bird's Nest" because of its nest-like skeletal structure. The stadium hosted both the opening and closing ceremonies as well as the athletics competition.

The 2008 Summer Olympics Closing Ceremony concluded the Beijing Games on August 24, 2008. It began at 8:00pm China Standard Time (UTC+8), and took place at the Beijing National Stadium.
Fun facts about China

Ice cream was invented in China around 2000BC when the Chinese packed a soft milk and rice mixture in the snow.
China is the fourth largest country in the world.   China is sometimes a day ahead of the United States.

When a Chinese child loses a baby tooth, it doesn't get tucked under the pillow for the tooth fairy.  If the child loses an upper tooth, the child's parents plant the tooth in the ground, so the new tooth will grow in straight and healthy.  Parents toss a lost bottom tooth up to the rooftops, so that the new tooth will grow upwards , too.

Long ago, silk making was a closely guarded secret.   Anyone who gave the secret away could be killed.

Red is considered a lucky color in China.  At one time wedding dresses were red.  New Year's banners, clothing, and lucky money envelopes are still red.[image: image14.png]
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